CITY OF ROCKVILLEHISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
HISTORIC DESIGNATION EVALUATION
STAFF ANALYSIS
December 18, 2001
MEETING NO. 12-01

SUBJECT: Spates Bungalow, 115 Park Avenue
MEETING DATE: 10/16/01, continued to 11/20/01 and 12/18/01
OWNER: Betty B. Casey Trust

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Spates Bungalow, 115 Park Avenue, be
recommended as eligible for designation as a single site (Landmark) Rockville Historic District.

SIGNIFICANCE: The Spates Bungalow at 115 Park Avenue is one of only two structures remaining
in the “The Park” subdivision, platted by Judge William Veirs Bouic during a growth spurt in 19"
century Rockville. The bungalow is an excellent and little-altered example of the craftsman style of
architecture. It exhibits decorative features such as wide eaves, triangular knee braces, tapered porch
columns resting on solid square piers, and a gabled dormer.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The updated Maryland Historical Trust Historic Sites Inventory Form prepared by Peerless
Rockville stated that the house was built in 1923 shortly after the land purchase, isin near
original condition, and is an excellent and little-altered example of the Craftsman style of
architecture exemplified by wide eaves, triangular knee braces, tapered porch columns resting
on solid square piers, and gabled dormers. The property was originaly two lots (8 and 9), but
has lost most of lot 9 to the construction of Fleet Street. The house is associated with Judge
William Veirs Bouic who subdivided a portion of hisland near the agricultural fair grounds
into building lotsin 1888 and named it “ The Park.”

According to the Peerless Rockville MHT form, this house was constructed in 1923 by J. Roger
Spates, who paid the estate $400 for lots 8 and 9 of Block 3 of "The Park.”* The Agricultural
Society office was located on the adjoining lot #10. Mr. Spates, deputy clerk of the Circuit
Court, hired local contractor Harry Howes to construct the 1-1/2 story bungalow within
walking distance of Spates’ office in the Red Brick Courthouse. His wife, Annie Spates, sold
the house in 1949 and moved to Comus. From 1954 until her death in 1962 at age 97, Mary
Offutt, widow of Mayor L ee Offutt, made her home at 115 Park Avenue; she formerly resided
nearby at 8 Baltimore Road.® 1n 1963 the Park Avenue house was sold to Eugene Casey,
farmer, financier and one of the largest landownersin the county.*  Since that time the house
has been tenanted by various families and offices. The last tenant was Robert K. Maddox,
long-time Montgomery County Surveyor, who used it for the offices of his private practice.

The urban renewal program in Rockville's downtown business district in the early 1970s made this
area, bordering major roads and near government buildings, aprime location. By 1980, most of the

! Judgment Record 50/194 and Land Records 338/156 (1923).
% Land Records, 1324/328 (1949).
3 Land Records, 1960/395 (1954).
* Land Records, 3068/455 (1963).
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structuresin "The Park" had been razed; some were replaced by multi-story office buildings. All of
lot #10 and most of Lot # 9 which was the side yard of the Spates bungalow disappeared when Fleet
Street was constructed. The house at 115 Park Avenue now occupies the corner of Park and Fleet
Street.

A report on the National Register eligibility of 115 Park Avenue prepared by architectural historian
Kelley Steele for the State Highway Administration was distributed to al parties. The report finds the
Spates bungalow at 115 Park Avenue architecturally significant and eligible for National Register
listing in the text, but has the box indicating the property is not eligible checked in the form. Although
staff places more weight on the words written by Ms. Steele in the body of the document over a check
mark in one of two boxes on aform, this ambiguity should be clarified before the property is
considered by the Mayor and Council.

EVALUATION PROCESS

Notices of the HDC evaluation were sent viafirst class mail to Citizen’s Associations and other
interested parties on October 9, 2001 and the property was posted. The agenda for the evaluation
meeting was al so posted on the city’ s web page. The HDC held a public hearing on the significance of
115 Park Avenue on October 16, 2001.

Speakersin opposition to designation:

Attorney Barbara Sears of Linowes and Blocher represented the owner, the Betty B. Casey Trust. Also
present were Wanda Shier, property manager for the Casey Trust, and Attorney Erin Girard of
Linowes and Blocher. Ms. Sears stated that the owner is opposed to the designation and contests the
claimthat it is significant architecturally and by association. In addition, Ms. Sears stated that the
property is not usable. The land is 11,301 square feet and is zoned O-1 and the structure has been
vacant and not rented for two and a half years. The former tenant used it for storage and did not renew
his lease due to the condition of the building. The heating and electric services are not functional and
major improvements must be made to bring the building up to Code. A survey was done of the
property that recommended that rehabilitation would not be cost effective. The Casey Trust began the
demolition process with the City in June then filed for a demolition permit on September 7, which was
entered into the permit system on September 17. On October 2, aletter from the HDC staff informed
then that the permit would not be issued until the property was reviewed for historical significance on
October 16, and, if found eligible, would be submitted to the Mayor and Council for designation. She
said the property owner was unfairly and unlawfully being delayed in the use of the property.

Ms. Sears stated that she found that the Environmental Guidelines requirements were not applicable to
this property asthey are intended to apply to sites with larger planned development. In addition, they
are guidelines and not law. She stated that the house does not possess any historical significance and
does not warrant the funds to rehabilitate it. She noted that she received a copy of a State Highway
Report by Kelley Steele just prior to the meeting that stated that the property was not eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places and met only one of the four criteria. She further noted that the
property isin poor condition. The porch piers are cracked and crumbling and need replacing. New
footings are also necessary. The windows are wracked and inoperable. The radiators have burst and
caused water damage. The floors slope, the plaster is cracked and needs to be replaced, and thereisno
parking on the site.
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Ms Sears further stated that although the Bouic family was prominent and influential in Rockville, the
house was built after the property left the Bouic family ownership and the subsequent owners and
residents were not significant to Rockville. In summary, she stated that the hearing and designation
procedure was unwarranted, unfair to the property owner, and contrary to the authority of the HDC.
She also mentioned that the property would be isolated from any residential area and not be in context.

Speakersin favor of designation:

Eileen McGuckian, Executive Director of Peerless Rockville, said that Peerless nominated the property
after watching it for more than a decade. She had spent time with Mr. Maddox in his office and did
not find the property was structurally compromised. When the property was vacated two years ago,
Peerless asked to purchase the building “asis’ because it is alittle altered example of the Craftsman
Style and one of only two original structures left of The Park. Peerless made a second offer in January
2000. Neither offer was addressed by the owner. She noted that condition was not a standard for
designation unless it resulted in the structure being substantially altered. In her opinion, the building
has great integrity and is not in as bad a condition as the Dawson Farm House or Wire Hardware, both
of which were successfully rehabilitated by Peerless Rockville and put back into use.

In summary, Ms. McGuckian stated that the property meets the criteriafor designation significant to
the City. It embodies a distinctive character of adifferent time and place, and it isagem, a perfect
example of abungalow form. She noted that the State Highway Administration report by Ms. Steele
stated that the property was eligible for listing on the National Register and although isolated, would
still serve as ahistorical reminder of an early subdivision. She said she would agree that the
association with the Bouic family is a stretch, but Mr. Spates and Mrs. Offutt are part of Rockville's
history and the building’ s significance is architectural, rather than historical.

Ledlie Porter, 825 Brice Avenue, spoke in favor of designation. She works at 401 E. Jefferson across
from the site and stated that the building is an architectural gem. She said she noticed the sign about
the hearing and is concerned about the loss of historical and architectural treasures in the county and
city. She asked the HDC to plead with Mrs. Casey to preserve the house.

Spencer Stevens, Attorney at 401 E. Jefferson, said he favors preservation and designation. His
practice concerns architects and surveyors and he would like to purchase and rehabilitate it for his law
offices. He said the house is a unique example of Arts and Crafts design. He noted that it would be
difficult to use the property without losing all the treesiif the house was removed. He stated that he
had examined the house from the exterior and found it apparently in good structural condition with
most problems being cosmetic. Theroof islevel and the foundation is not cracked or settling. The
corners are straight. He said the porches do need renovation but can be restored. He said he had
spoken to Ms. Shiers about purchasing the property and called back another time but did not receive a
response. He would like some time to inspect the building and tender an offer to purchase the

property.

Miche Booz, Brookeville, testified in favor of designation. He said he is arestoration architect and
contractor. He examined the exterior of the house and found it absolutely restorable. He stated that he
has worked on structures in far worse condition with success. The rear porch appears to be an addition
and could be removed and the front porch is sagging but fixable.
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In rebuttal, Ms. Sears asked Ms. McGuckian to enter copies of her offers to purchase into the record to
demonstrate that they were not serious offers. She noted that the SHA report has “not eligible’
checked for National Register eligibility. She noted that the property is not listed as being for sale. She
requested that the record remain open for three weeks for submission of information so that the
Commission would be completely informed before making a recommendation.

In response, Ms. McGuckian stated that the first offer of Peerless Rockville was for $1, and the value
of the charitable donation. The second was for more than $16,000.

After discussion, the HDC concurred that the record should remain open for three weeks to close of
business on November 6. A vote would be taken on the recommendation on November 20

Planner Christensen stated that aletter dated November 1, 2001 was received from attorneys
Barbara Sears and Erin Girard of Linowes and Blocher prior to the closing of the record
reguesting an extension of the record to November 20. Ms. Christensen said that staff cannot
extend, open or close the record; that only the HDC can take such action. The second |etter,
dated November 19, 2001, was arequest for clarification on the status of the record in the case
and arequest to keep the record open until December 3. Ms. Christensen said that Linowes and
Blocher were notified that their letter to reopen and extend the record to December 3 would be
considered at the November meeting. The HDC voted to reopen the record on November 16,
2001, close it on December 3, 2001, and continue consideration of the significance of 115 Park
Avenue to December 18, 2001.

On December 3, the owner’s representatives submitted an MHT historic sites inventory form on
the historical and architectural significance of 115 Park Avenue prepared by consultant Daniel
Koski-Karrell. It was accompanied by a schedule of anticipated improvements to the property to
meet code requirements and the estimated cost of those improvements,

Owner’s Consultant’s Report in Opposition to Designation

Mr. Koski-Karrell concluded that 115 Park Avenue is not an excellent example of the Craftsman
style of architecture as alleged. Rather, Mr. Koski-Karrell found that of his compiled list of 69
styling features characteristic of the Arts and Crafts movements Craftsman architecture style,
only 16 are present in the dwelling at 115 Park Avenue, which does not support a finding of
“excellent example” of Craftsman style. He found the house |oosely resembles a Sears and
Roebucks mail order house of the period, the Kilbourne, and was more likely to have been built
after 1929. The consultant also disputed any historical association to the Bouic Family, stating
that the property was not in this family’ s ownership when the house was built and subsequent
owners are not significant to the City of Rockville.

A schedule of estimated repair costs needed to bring the property into code compliance was
attached to the MHT form. Ms. Sears cited Broadview Apartments Co., v. Commission for
Historical and Architectural Preservation, saying that the Maryland Court of Appeals has held
that designation of a property as historic may result in ataking where renovation of the property
isnot economically feasible. The letter continues that “Under Maryland Law, the Commission
has a duty to take into account the feasibility or renovation and this estimate clearly showsthat in
this case, no such feasibility exists.”
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Staff found Mr. Koski-Karrell’ s report complete, well researched, and well illustrated with
photographs. However, Staff does not concur with all of Mr. Koski-Karrell’s conclusions. Staff
does concur with the conclusion that the house is not closely associated with the Bouic family, as
it post-dates their involvement with the property. However, the house was built for J. Roger
Spates, who was in a position of responsibility and authority in the County Court systems and
served as Rockville' s Mayor from 1926 to 1932. Therefore, staff would conclude that Mr. Spates
was an influential person and significant to Rockville. The article on the death of Mr. Spates on
the front page of the Montgomery County Sentinel newspaper dated September 7, 1950 is
attached on page 8.

Staff is not persuaded that the construction date of 1923 isincorrect. Mr. Koski-Karrell based
this conclusion on the fact that the Sanborn map of 1924 shows a structure in the location that is
one story and has a full-width porch. He comparesit to alater Sanborn map showing the house
astwo stories with a partial front porch. Staff concurs that the house is a Sears and Roebuck
Company Kilbourne model, and notes that it was sold as a one-story house with “optional second
floor.” (Seepage 9.) Itislogical that the second story was finished as needs and means
increased, which would account for the map difference. Staff also notes that one footprint of the
Kilbournein Mr. Koski-Karrell’ s report shows a full width porch which actually includes an
open veranda. Thisitem needs further investigation and clarification if the site is recommended
for designation.

Staff also concurs that the house not an example of Craftsman or Arts and Crafts architecture as
exemplified by the landmark structures individually designed by Greene and Greene or Frank
Lloyd Wright, which looked toward Asiatic traditions and in particular Japanese temple design
and craftsmanship. Staff finds that it does represent an American popularization of the English
Arts and Crafts Style that was derived from the philosophies of English advocates such as John
Ruskin, William Morris, and the Rossettis. However the pure Arts and Crafts style was available
only to wealthy individuals with the means to commission architects, craftsmen, and artists to
build to order or the ahility to create the items themselves. The subject house is an example of
the popularized vernacular edition of this somewhat short-lived style.

In America, this style was popularized by Gustav Stickley. Stickley embraced the philosophy of
the arts and crafts movementsin his use of materials in their natural character, rather than
embellishing or finishing them to imitate other materials or to change its essential nature. In this
regard, the Arts and Crafts and Craftsman movement opposed the features and design of
Victorian Gothic and Queen Anne styles as superficial and dishonest. (See page 10 for an
example of Queen Anne style.)

For example, this philosophy would use stone as it comes from the ground in its natural
appearance rather than forming it to regular even shapes and polishing it or scribing it to a
textured finish. Stickley also embraced the arts and crafts tradition of retaining the visual
evidence of hand working and valuing it over amore finished but individually indistinguishable
mass-produced item. Stickley did not design one type of house, but adapted his philosophies and
appreciation of natural forms and textures to many traditional styles of structures including
Colonial, chalet, Mission and other forms. (See pages 11, 12 and 13.)

The Sears “Kilbourne” fallsinto this popularized mass-produced craftsman style with its
bracketed eaves, wide overhang, rusticated concrete block foundation, tapered square porch
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columns, stepped beam, clusters of windows that are formed of small panes rather than
commercia sheet glass, and other items. The interior features and origina paint scheme on Mr.
Koski-Karrell’slist may have been originally present, but if so, have since been removed or
altered. However, the paint scheme can be reproduced, and the HDC has no jurisdiction over
and cannot consider the building’ sinterior decoration or design.

In regards to other items on Mr. Koski-Karrell’s checklist of 69 features, it should be noted that
the “ Checklist for Bungalows built in the Craftsman Style of the Arts and Crafts Movement”
compiled by Mr. Koski-Karrell includes a number of related items, such as‘ Stone never laid in a
coursed ashlar pattern” “Use of stone’, “local stone foundation”, “rubble stone foundation” that
are variations of one feature. Low—pitched roof, wide eaves, and exposed beams are also
included in a number of checklists with dightly different wording. No single example of a
hallmark Craftsman House would have all 69 of these features as listed here. In many cases, they
are variations of a stylistic feature. Staff also notes that the rusticated concrete block foundation
isintended to reproduce the appearance of the natural stone foundation in the vernacular
craftsman style.

Another summary of the elements of the vernacular American craftsman-inspired style are
contained in Virginiaand Lee McAlester’s A Field Guide to American Houses, New Y ork,
Alfred A. Knopf, 1984 and reproduced on pages 14 and 15.

The house at 115 Park does have the hallmarks of the vernacular craftsman-inspired style: wide
eaves with knee brackets, clapboard siding, exposed rafter tails on the porch and dormer roofs,
multi-paned windows used singly, paired, and in strings of three, smaller casement windows
flanking the fireplace, and built-in cupboards in the dining room, and a rusticated concrete block
foundation where exposed. The front porch, with a stepped lintel beam framing the porch
opening, the short tapered square wooden columns on brick piers, and the flanged trim with
suggestions of horizontal supports separating the beam from the clapboard, contains most
elements of popular craftsman style. Staff proposes that the house at 115 would be eligible for
designation on the following criteria

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Has character, interest, and value as part of the devel opment, heritage and cultural
characteristics of the City;

Has character, interest, and value as part of the development, heritage and cultural
characteristics of the County;

Isidentified with persons who influenced society; (J. Roger Spates) and

Exemplifies the cultural, economic, and socia heritage of the County and City.

Architectural and Design Significance

Embodies the distinctive characteristics of atype, period or method of construction

Represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction; and

Represents an established or familiar feature of the neighborhood, community or county
dueto its singular physical characteristic or landscape.
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FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION:

The Spates Bungalow at 115 Park Avenue meets seven of the twelve criteriafor eligibility asasingle
site historic district or landmark site and should be recommended as eligible to the Mayor and Council
for consideration of the owner’s contention of taking and rehabilitation cost, which are beyond the
scope of this evaluation.
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Source: Katherine Cole Stevenson and H. Ward Jandl, Houses by Mail: A Guide to Houses
from Sears, Roebuck and Company, Nationa Trust for Historic Preservation, 1986.

“ THE KILBOURNE s

customer who built the Kilbourme bungalow recently wrote Lo us as follows:

“Our house has been the obiect of much admiration, not only from our friends

but strangers, who in passing by will stap to look at the artistic front.” The Kilbourne

bungalow satisfies every family that has built it. Judge for vourself! The pholograph and

floor plan show the reason why the Kilbourne is such an outstanding value. See its sloping

roof, the dormer, the overhanging eaves, the fireplace chimney. the large porch and the
massive porch pillars!

Details and features: Five ar eight rooms and one bath. Front porch with steeply pitched

gabled roof supported by tapered piers; exposed roof rafter tails. Optional second floor;

fireplace flanked by windows in living room; French door between living and dining

# rooms.

Years and catalog numbers: 1921
(T013); 1925 (17013); 7926 (P17013);
1928 (P17013); 1929 (P17013)

Price: $2,500 10 $2,780

Location: St. Matthews, Ky
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NOTES.

This house was first erected from my
plans in 1888, and since then has been
erected over one hundred times in the
United States and Canada, on nearly as
many different floor-plan arrangements,
and at prices ranging from #3,000 to |
$3,500. In this work we give two sets |
of floor plans, one as usnally adopted
im & Northern climate and one giving a
general arrangement for Southern re-
quirements. This house was erected for
Mr. Wm. Weisgs, of Beaumont, Texas, at
a cost of over $8,500. A photographic
reproduction of hig hall will be found on
page 121,

It will be seen that the rooms are of
good size, well connected and con-
venient, The front parlor window and
the one in side of sitting room bay win-
dow are of plate glass, with stained
glass transoms. The kitchen is large,
having good pantry and cupboard room.
Lach plan has a bed room on first floor,
which is provided with closets and is
convenient to back stairs.

These plans can be enlarged, reduced
or changed to front in any direction.

FRONT VIEW (ee page 10.) !
DESIGN No. 41,
=
BERYANT'S ROOM
INTERIOR.
e BED ROCM
Hall, parlor, dining 2uidg
ll and sitting rooms are ?
5 . 5
finished in hard 7|
woods. Balance of g
rooms are pine or B i L
poplar, for paint work. s,
Plastering is three-
coat work, hard finish. ?
Plumbing consists of -
sink and pump in Eu e
kitchen, bath tub and ;%
i bowl, with connec- i
tions, gas through- -8
out. /
|
|
FIRST-FLOOR PLAN. SECOND-FLOOR PLAN.
PLAN No. 2

George F. Barber, The Cottage Souvenir No. 2: A Repository of Artistic Cottage Architecture and Miscellaneous Designs,
1891, reprinted by American Life Foundation, N.Y ., 1982. Barber's “Wedding Cake” houses are examples of the Queen
Anne style that Stickley and others were countering in their Craftsman Houses. Compared to the roof pitch, vertica
domination, and wooden decorative features that mimic Gothic stonework, craftsman-style roofs were “low pitched” and
the materials and design “simple.”
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A CRAFTSMAN HOUSE FOUNDED ON THE CALI-

FORNIA MISSION STYLE

E have selected for presenta-

tion here what we consider
the Dbest of the houses de-
signed in The Craftsman
Workshops and published
in Taeg CrarrsMan during
the past five years. Brought
together in this way into a
closely related group, these designs serve to
show the development of the Craftsman idea
of home building, decoration and furnishing,
and to make plain the fundamental principles
which underlie the planning of every Crafts-
man house. These principles are qimplidt_}
durability, fitness for the life that is to be
lived in the house and harmony with its
natural surroundings. Given these things, the
beauty and comfort of the home environment
develops as naturally as a flowering plant from
the root.

As will be seen, these houses range from the
simplest little cottages or bungaluw:. costing
only a few hundred dellars, up to large and
expensive residences. But they are all Crafts-
man houses, nevertheless, and all are designed
with regard to the kind of durability that will
insure freedom from the necessity of frequent
repairs; to the greatest economy of space and
matcml and to the securing of plenty of space
and freedom in the interior of the house by
doing away with unnecessary partitions and
the avoidance of an y kind of crowding. For
interest, beauty, and the effect of home com-
fort and welcome, we depend upon the liberal
use of wood finished in such a way that all its
friendliness is revealed: upon warmth, rich-
ness, and variety in the color scheme of walls,
rugs and (ll’dle’ es, and upon the charm of
structural features such as chimneyvpieces,

window-seats, staircases, fireside nooks, and
built-in  furnishings of all kinds, our object
being to have cach room so interesting in itself
that it seems complete before a single piece of
[urniture is put into it.

This plain cement house has been selected
[or presentation at the head of the list chiefly
becanse it was the first house designed in The
Craftsman Workshops and was published in
Tue CrarTsMan for January, 1904, for the
benefit of the newly formed Home DBuilders’
Club. Therefore it serves to furnish us with
a starting point from which we may judge
whether or not any advance has since heen
made in the application of the Craftsman idea
to the planning and furnishing of houses.

It was only natural that our first expression
of this idea should take shape in a house
which, without being exactly founded on the
Mission architecture so much used in Cali-
fornia, is mnevertheless reminiscent of that
style, this effect being given by the low broad
proportions of the building and the use of
shallow, round arches over the entrance and
the two openings which give light and air to
the recessed porch in front.  The thick cement
walls are left rough, a primitive treatment
that produces a quality and texture difficult
to obtain by any other method and to which
time and weather lend additional interest.
The roof, which is low pitched and has a
fairly strong projection, is covered with un-
glazed red Spanish tile in the usual lap-roll
]Jﬂll{‘]ﬂ with ridge rolls and cresting.  The
house, as it stands, {s a fair example of the
way in which the problem of the exterior has
heen solved hy thc combination of three fac-
tors: simplicity of building materials, em-
plovment of constructive features as the only

Gustav Stickley; Craftsman Homes: Architecture and Furnishings of the American Arts and Crafts
Movement, 1979, Dover Publications, Inc. unabridged republication of the second edition of
Craftsman Homes, as originally published by the Craftsman Publishing Company, N.Y ., in 1909. The
initial article states the “Craftsman idea of home building, decoration and furnishing, and to make plain
the fundamental principles which underlie the planning of every Craftsman house. These principles are
simplicity, durability, fitness for the life that is to be lived in the house, and harmony with its natural
surroundings.”
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HOUSE WITH COURT, PERGOLAS, OUTDOOR LIVING

CEMENT HOUSE SHOWING LAVISH USE OF HALF-
ROOMS AND SLEEPING BALCONIES

TIMBER AS A DECORATION
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pleces within I'hc |rv1nc fizte nefghborhood of In winter the screens will be replaced with
}Ew York: thu is ioterest hee nof ke giass; s that the porch mey be used 25 8 o

niort and chanm
aely apon fhe pos

roony or as @ beeakifsst room on mall das
2 plan=ing ke The small fromr porch serves b ghelbsr the
sarmonmding: =0 that the plce shall e beau=  endrance.
tifnl a3 a whele. These parches :|||l' the pergels grestly re
The =ite 1= |a-;~— et g allowe for ex=  liewn tle severity of the plan. An e Soss
i i i Inied out with  3a Bl of e lee conatructan naturally
-'r the homse.  calls for siraig
fifbeen- feet froem  But while th
to the froni. This  all senze

the resr .Jl [

Yt 1o a

sloge: ds. g e i ghest past and the ] allclieny rom we
hietses e Laxils w ve rear. allowing for a 1 e fust descriliad, A I"'r 2 "I’"“ or of 'f"-'-- and _'\n.nh frarous mater ; ' 1
large lwwn '|"\-I shrubbery in frost ‘T‘I'u* ter-  The flooes of the perpola. the entrance parch, S R ] plare of shingles. Tf o b9 #och an extent that the Boor. b seldem T

race at the back is used for a vegetahle garden  the dindng posch, and the =mall kilchen parch an

These examples of Craftsman Homes are from the 1979 Dover Publications, Inc. unabridged republication of the second edition of Craftsman Homes, as originally published by the
Craftsman Publishing Company, N.Y ., in 1909. The book opens with an essay, “ The Simplification of Life:” A Chapter from Edward Carpenter’s book called “England’s Ideal .”

Carpenter’sideal isto “live with as little labor and effort as may be.” He advocates returning to simplicity and fundamentalsto live arich, but smplelife. Anexample: “ It cannot
be too often remembered that every additional object in a house requires additional dusting, cleaning, repairing; and lucky you are if its requirements stop there. When you abandon
awholesometile or stone floor for a Turkey carpet, you are setting out on a voyage of which you cannot see the end. The Turkey carpet makes the old furniture look uncomfortable,
and calls for stuffed couches and armchairs; the couches and armchairs demand a wal nut-wood table; the walnut-wood table requires polishing, and the polish bottles require shelves,

the couches and armchairs have casters and springs which give way and want mending.... —and so we go on.”
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A BUNGALOW OF IRREGULAR FORM AND UNUSL-
ALLY INTERESTING CONSTRUCTION

A SMALL SHINGLED HOUSE THAT SHOWS MANY
INTERESTING STRUCTURAL FEATURES

Fuekhished in The Coiftinm, Frivaery B

EXTEENR YIEW FROM TIIE TROKT.

E have sugpested the wse of shingles
for the walls of this plain little
cottage beciuze they seem the best

adapted to the peculiaribies of its
copstruction.  They should, however, b Inid
in double course, the top opes beang well ex
posed and the andes mics showing et el
over an inch below., Thiz ot caly gives an
interesting  effect of irregularity as 1o Lhe
wall surface, but adds minch to the waremth
of the house; All the lnes of the frame-
work are simple to 2 degree, bot the plain-
ness is releved by the widely overhanging
eaves amil rafters of the moof, the well-pro-
portioned  porel, which is - talanced by the
extensict ta the rear, the heavy heams which

W IO SLAT-IM LY g Roari -

rin enfirely arcand the walls with a shgat
furn of the shingles above and _l:||¢ ._-I:T:-:tu.:u
gromping of the w indows.  The Hile howse &

FIRET STomy FLOGE FLAK

Fallihad b The Crafismms, Apr, oo
VIEW % TUE BUNGALOW &1

150 (MUET ANF TENGOLA, MNIHG M8CH AND SLOMAT oF THIN HIILL

gulow, whils partly our own, are  grown into its presest shape through centories
adapted from rough sketches sent us of alteration in response to changing nesds.

by one of cor suhceribars, Mro Georpe [t seems above all thiigs to be a bouse ftted

. Rand, of Avbumdale, Mass Mr. Band  to crown il liegr in the apen conntry, eipe-
is an architect who lsas re from active  cially where the dope is something the came
work, and these sketches were made for his a5 mdicated in the site here shows The [
onwen hongalow, which is stnated in the moan. the Back of the roof down to the beat
tain repion of Mow H?I:I'I.'I|:l=4h'r\’.". In :l:ﬁ-"TIF:' o Coands a8 memar o being g |:|¢|'f|'-|_-|
uz the sketehes, My, Rand kindly gave us per=  relation of hoase and ground as i: often seen,
misaion i ase the ide as linecl by him.  amd this relation 35 of the first importanes in
with sach H1l¢l’2_li'-'l'.‘- RS i best to us. the abfemgl B0 st a boose to its environment,
In secordance- with thiz e 1an, we make The' exterisr walls and  the roof are of
quite o mimber of minor modifications m the _n.hir:gl.__-:_ and the formdationz, parapets, col-
l:lligiﬂa: design, amd HnLy aof tw sxggeskinns umng asd chmmeys are of split stome hid gp
i eomsbriction are oir swn in dark cement. The constraction of the roof
The house is somewhat irreguilar In desipn iz adimimable and, with all the irregnbarity,
But is s .‘lﬂll‘ﬁrﬂl!:r |'l||||'l€":1'til'll i '|'|i;||||'|’\c| thérg 1= m certnin g_mr.h: FrACIBISHrLS |'||-;|1
that the broken lines impress ane as they do dignity in fine and proportien,  Ag the Tront

TJ IE plans and drswings of this bun-  when scen in some old English howse that has

L=

il

Staff has selected and reproduced severa examples of houses from the Craftsman Workshop that vary greatly in size, in number of storeys, and in materials.
The constants in this collection are the use of unadorned materials, simplicity, and use of evidence of the construction techniques as a feature.

See the following page for a summary of these architectural featuresin American houses taken from Virginiaand Lee McAlester's A Field Guide to
American Houses, New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1984.
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IDENTIFYING FEATURES
Low-pitched, gabled roof (oceasionally hipped) with wide, unenclosed cave overhang;
roof rafters usually exposed; decorarive (false) beams or braces commonly added under
gables; porches, either full- or partial-widch, with roof supperted by tapered square col-
umns; columms or pedestals frequently extend to ground level (without a bregk at level of
porch fdoor).

PRINCIBAL SUBTYPES
Feur principal subtypes can be distinguished:

FRONT-GABLED ROOF—Abow one-third of Craftsman houses zre of this subtype. Porches,
which may either be full- or partial-width, are almost evenly divided between those shel-
wred beneath the main roof and those with separate, extended roofs, Most cxamples af
this subtype are one-story, but ¢ne-and-z-half- and WO-story examples are not uncom-
men; dormers are found in enly about 1o percent of this subtype.

CROSS-GABLED ROOF—Cross-gabled examples make up 2hout one-fourth of Craftsman
houses. OF these, three-quarters are one-story examples; dormers eceur on abour 20 per-
cent. Porcles are vavied, bur by far the most common type is & partial-widih, front-
gabled porch, its roof forming ahe cross gable.

SI0E-GABLED ROUF—Abow one-third af Craftsman houses are of this subtype. Most are one-
and-a-half stories high with centered shed or gable dormers. Porches are generally can-
tained under the main roof, sometiraes with a break in stope. Two-story examples com-
monly have added, full-widih perches. This subtype is most comman in the northeastern
and midwestern states.

HIpPED rooF—These make up less than 1o percent of Craftsman houses; they are almost
equally divided between one- and two-story éxamples. This subtype is similar to some
simple Prairte houses, which nermally Jack che exposed rafters and other typical Crafs-
man details

VARIANTS AND DETAILS
PorCH ROOF sUPRORTS—Columns for supporting the porch roofs arc a distinctive and vari-
able dewail. Typically short, square upper colurans rest Upoi [lore Massive piers, or upon
a solid porch balustrade, These colummns, piers, or balustrades frequently begin directly

433
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at gronnd level and extend withour break to a level well above the porch floor. Com-
monly the piers or columns have slopimg (battered ) sides. Materials used for piers, col-
umnsg, and solid balustrades ave varied. Stone, clapboard, shingle, brick, concrete block,
or stucce are all commen; they frequently oceur in combination,

Roor-waLn juncrioss—Among the most disnnctive features of the style are the junctions
where the roof joins the wall, which are almost never boxed or enclosed. The roof has a
wide eave overbang; along boviseniel edges the actual cafter ends are exposed, or false
rafter ends are added. These are sometimes cut into decorative shapes, Along the sloping,
or rike, edges, three or more beams (usually false) extend through the wall wo the roof
edge. These are either plain or embellished by g trisngular knee brace.

OTHER DETAILS—Craftsman doors and windows are similar o those used in vernacular Prai-
ri¢ houses (see page 442 ). Dormers are commonly gabled, with exposed rafter ends and
braces such as are found at the main roof-wall junction, The mest commen wall cladding
15 wood clapboard; wood shingles rank second. Stone, brick, concrete block, and stuceo
are also used, most frequently 1o the northern and midwestern states, Secondary influ-
ences such as Tudor false halfwtimbering, Swiss balustrades or Oriental roof forms are
also sometimes seen,

OCCURRENCE
This was the dominam style for smaller houses built throughour the country during the
period from about 1gos until the early 19305, The Craftsman style originated in southern
California and most lindmark examples are concenrrated there, Like vernacular examples
of the contemporaneous Prairie style, it was quickly spread throughout the country by
pattern books and popular magaxines. The style rapidly faded from favor after the mid-
tgros; few were buile after 1930

COMMENTS

Craftsman houses were inspired primarily by the work of 1wo Calitornia brothers—
Charles Sumner Greene and Henry Mather Greene—who practiced iogether in Pasa-
dena from g3 to 1914 About tgaj they began 1o design simple Craftsman-tyvpe bun-
galows; by 19og they had designed and executed several exceprional landmark examples
that have been called the “ultimare bungalows.” Several influences—the Fnglish Ars
ang Crafts movement, an interest in oriental weoden architecture, and their early train-
ing in the manual arts—appear to have led the Greenes to design and build these intri-
cately detailed buildings. These and similar residences were given extensive publicity in
such magazines as the Western Avchitect, The Architect, House Beaniful, Good Hause-
keeping, Arehitecrural Record, Counry Life in Awmerica, and Ladies’ Hemee Journal,
thus familiarizing the rest of the nation with the stvle. As a result, a flood of pattern
books appeared, offecing plans for Craftsman bungalows; some even offered completely
pre-cut packages of lumber and detailing to be assembled by local labor. Through these
vehicles, the one-story Craftsinan house quickly became the most popular and fashion-
able smaller house in the country. High-style interpretations are rare except in Califor-
nia, where they have been called the Western Stick style, One-story vernacular examples
are often called simply bungalows or the Bungaloid style.

454

eaposed rood beams

wrangular knee brace

TYPICAL ROOF-WALL JUNCTIONS

exposed rafter tails

stont eaterin chimimeys
extra stickwork in gables ar porch

shoping
(Brarered )
foundation

trellised porch o porte cochere ool

TYPICAL ELABORATIONS

transomed windows

dormers, usually gabled or shed
‘/ extended and/or elaborated rafter ends

window boxes and balconies

triangilar braced supports

multi-pane sash over sash
with one large glass pane

Oriental {peaked
or flared) reaf line

muliiple roof planes

SOME TYPICAL PORCH SUPPORTS AND PORCH RAILINGS

A pier without colurmn is comman

COMMON PORCH SUPPORT VARIANTS
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The sources and books referenced in this staff report are available for inspection at the Department of Community Planning and
Development front desk during business hours, 8 am. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.



